
DRUG ENFORCEMENT ADMINISTRATION 
LECTURE SERIES 
PAUL CAMPO 

 
 

 1 

Audio does not start until 00:11:00:00 

 

00:10:51:10  MS: So for those of you who haven’t had a chance to 

see the operations I’m gonna talk a little bit about 

exactly what we do.  But what I wanted to specifically 

talk to you about is about—not just about the case.  

The case is important, and I’ll talk about the case. I 

think though to give you an idea about the cooperation 

that we have overseas—why are we overseas, what are we 

doing overseas, how do we play a significant role 

overseas? 

 

00:11:23:09  It’s very, very hard to understand that from a 

domestic standpoint.  Cooperation is extremely 

important.  We have tremendous, tremendous standing 

overseas.  We have a tremendous presence overseas, and 

this case that I’m gonna talk a little bit about kind 

of emphasizes that.  It kind of shows how we do what 

we do and how it works for us. 

 

00:11:52:28  The—I’m gonna just—I didn’t have time and I don’t do 

Powerpoints.  I did just—I have—the best we could do 

under the circumstances just to give you an idea of 
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one of the paintings is a color photo.  Sean, if I 

could just get to that.   

 

00:12:21:13  This case particularly came to us.  It’s a strange 

situation where we had—the Cardabinyeri (ph.) is a 

very large police force.  There’s three forces in 

Italy.  The Cardabinyeri, the Italian National Police 

and the Guadivenanza (ph.).  They all have separate 

roles and separate duties in what they’re interested 

in.   

 

00:12:49:29  I think that each of these services are very good at 

what they do.  The Cardabinyeri has a section within 

them that focus just on art work.  Their system is 

very different than ours.  It’s not geared where we 

have state, local and federal.   

 

00:13:09:23  They are geared in that they have three services and 

they’re responsibilities are divided between them.  

There is a fair amount of overlap.  The Cardabinyeri 

drug squad was at the time working with the art squad 

on some other investigations.   
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00:13:33:07  When the paintings were originally stolen it seemed 

apparent that it was an inside job because in order to 

walk away with these three paintings at the value at 

the time it didn’t take a whole lot to figure out that 

it was an inside job.  But that being said, to conduct 

an undercover operation in Italy is extremely 

difficult. 

 

00:13:58:12  In the U.S., and I think most of you know this, we 

utilize informants, and we can have an informant go 

undercover and actually negotiate various types of 

things.  In Italy they have something called agent 

provocateur which does not allow our agents to go 

under cover. 

 

00:14:32:03  So since we’re attached and we’re there almost as a 

guest to the host country the way that DEA gets 

around, and I’m gonna talk to you very frankly about 

things that you won’t either read about or you 

wouldn’t happen to know about unless you’re in a 

foreign arena.   
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00:14:51:24  Agent provocateurs is a serious issue, and you cannot 

go undercover as an agent or any form or extension of 

the Italian government.  So how in this case—see, this 

presents an interesting situation because now one of 

the elements necessary for this investigation to work 

is to insert an undercover, a foreign undercover, into 

the investigation, but yet we have this obstacle where 

we’re not allowed to do it. 

 

00:15:22:25  In order for the thing to take off we had to figure 

out how we’re gonna get somebody in there who is—seems 

to be an American but yet speaks Italian, but he can’t 

do it.  So what we do and how we get around this 

particular situation is that, and this is how we do it 

often.   

 

00:15:46:02  As long as we have an Italian police officer present 

we can do the undercover.  So—and we’ve been very 

successful in doing this.  That’s exactly what 

happened in this case.  The Cardabinyeri needed the 

assistance of DEA.  They know we do a lot of 

undercover investigations, and at the time it looked 



DRUG ENFORCEMENT ADMINISTRATION 
LECTURE SERIES 
PAUL CAMPO 

 
 

 5 

like a straight art case.  We thought it was art for 

money.  That’s what we thought it was. 

 

00:16:11:09  As we got into it and we negotiated it we realized 

that they would be willing to take drugs for the art.  

So it started to look a lot like an American drug case 

in Italy, and the only difference is that we had these 

really expensive paintings with this.  So when they 

initially came at the time what I decided to do—I was 

the acting country attaché at the time. 

 

00:16:37:29  The attaché was out of country on some other matters, 

long term issue.  I assigned the foreign service 

national to be the undercover, Rudy Paykoff (ph.).  

Foreign service nationals are utilized by DEA 

overseas.  They are an extension of our offices.   

 

00:17:00:25  We differ significantly from for example the FBI.  The 

FBI does not employ foreign service nationals.  So 

these are folks who are actually--he’s an Italian 

citizen.  He happens to be Bulgarian but he’s an 

Italian citizen.  He’s been in our office in Rome for 

many, many years. 
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00:17:21:17  He—he’s done a fair amount of undercover, so for him 

it was fairly normal.  But it’s important to 

understand that we actually have a foreign national 

who sits and operates in our offices overseas.  He has 

DEA credentials.  So we inserted him because he’s 

actually or at the time I think he would have been 

about sixty years old. 

 

00:17:49:19  So anybody who has done a drug case knows that if you 

have an older guy it’s very unlikely that he would be 

police oriented.  It’s something that we sometimes run 

into domestically.  When we put an undercover in some 

of the bad guys will know that hey, wait a minute, 

kind of looks like he could be cop. 

 

00:18:11:22  Well, when you have a sixty year old guy as an 

undercover he could buy—he could buy dope off of 

anybody.  So we had the right guy, and I chose him 

primarily because why?  I really wanted to make the 

case, and as much as I would have liked to put an 

agent in there because it’s a fun case and everything 

you always do what’s best for the case, and I knew 
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that what was in it for our office, what was in it for 

DEA was tremendous positioning with the embassy. 

 

00:18:46:17  That was from the onset, and I’ll talk a little bit 

more about that as to why that is important because we 

need to have very strong standing at the embassy.  In 

any event we negotiated with the Cardabinyeri.  Again, 

there’s a whole slew of different things for the sake 

of argument, for a time here. 

 

00:19:07:09  They do things very differently than we do.  But when 

we do run a case jointly we really do run the case.  

It’s we either do it the way we want to do it or we 

won’t do it.  We always do it within the confines of 

the law and what we’re required to do.  

 

00:19:25:06  We don’t run it like some of the intelligence services 

overseas.  They don’t have a prosecution.  We have a 

prosecution.  Everything we do is with prosecution in 

mind.  We want to lock people up and put them in jail, 

and that’ just how it is.  So once we actually got the 

details of what we were gonna do and how we were gonna 

do it we set it in motion. 
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00:19:48:07  What we did is we ran Rudy, who was the undercover, 

into one of the guards who was in the museum, and we 

had a good sense that he was a part of it.  How we got 

around having a problem with doing undercover is we 

just simply had an Italian police officer drive Rudy 

which looks great because in Italy they gauge your 

status by whether you have a driver or not.   

 

00:20:16:23  So we took advantage of social and cultural norms that 

we don’t generally have here.  For those of you, since 

most of you haven’t been overseas, to give you an idea 

in an official capacity you’re often judged by the car 

that you show up in and whether you—and if you have a 

driver. 

 

00:20:34:27  It’s a very socially conscious—and this is 

specifically Italy, but some other places as well.  In 

any event it fit all kinds of needs.  We show 

culturally he’s a player.  We satisfy the law because 

we have the Italian police officer.   

 



DRUG ENFORCEMENT ADMINISTRATION 
LECTURE SERIES 
PAUL CAMPO 

 
 

 9 

00:20:53:18  And I remember the first—the first meet.  Actually 

there were several meets but the meet in which—where 

we got to the point where we were closing in on what 

we were gonna do for them in exchange for these 

paintings because the thing was for us we wanted all 

three or nothing.   

 

00:21:16:05  If you steal three paintings, a Van Gogh and two 

Cézannes that conservatively at the time were worth 

thirty million dollars I’m not gonna just fence one.  

I’m gonna fence all three.  So from the onset that was 

pretty clear.  It’s three or nothing or we wouldn’t do 

it. 

 

00:21:32:11  I remember almost towards the end a couple of times 

before we took the take down we organized a meeting at 

a Sheraton hotel out on the outskirts of Rome.  We do 

the undercover overseas as close to here.  We wouldn’t 

put an undercover in a situation where we didn’t have 

agents close by.   

 

00:22:03:11  We’ve gone very far away from the days of agents 

tripping where they would leave—the undercover would 



DRUG ENFORCEMENT ADMINISTRATION 
LECTURE SERIES 
PAUL CAMPO 

 
 

 10 

leave with the bad guy without surveillance or 

coverage.  We—everything is very different than when I 

started a long time ago.  Actually I was employed with 

DEA in ’84 in a different capacity, so I’ve seen a lot 

of changes between then and now.   

 

00:22:24:02  We organized it at the Sheraton hotel.  Rudy is—I 

don’t know how to explain him.  He’s sixty years old, 

very distinguished looking fellow.  Very robust.  

Speaks five different languages.  He is well schooled 

in many, many, many areas.  I decided to bring a gal 

who is in Rome with me at the time and is a former 

agent, Milan Gabizako (ph.).   

 

00:22:52:11  Very familiar with the operations in Italy.  We 

actually sat as boyfriend/girlfriend and talked over 

dinner while Rudy negotiated with the guy which was 

quite a spectacle because Rudy kept talking down to 

the guy and he kept doing that because he 

instinctually knew that the fellow he was dealing with 

was not the guy. 
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00:23:11:24  Almost like when we’re doing a drug case in—

domestically.  The UC will sometimes be encountering a 

guy who just can’t do the deal.  He just can’t do it.  

So he was smart enough instinctually to know that to 

the point where Rudy said look, why don’t you just get 

your guy here because I can make the deal, you can’t.   

 

00:23:33:17  So we get the guy to ring up the guy and we bring him 

in.  So now we got—we got the mediator and we actually 

got the guy who can supposedly and the read is is that 

he can give us the paintings.  What we learned is that 

from the intercepts that in fact it is the guy. 

 

00:23:57:05  The regulations again, intercept in Italy completely 

different than here in the U.S.  Much easier.  So we 

were able to get an intercept on the guy fairly 

quickly, and we were able to corroborate everything 

that was being said on the UC with a wire. 

 

00:24:15:21  And—I’m gonna cut through a lot of stuff because 

there’s a few other things I want to talk about while 

I do have you here.  But I remember that Rudy did 
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something after that.  He was—he realized he had the 

guy, and he did something he shouldn’t have done.   

 

00:24:33:24  The next day the meet was set.  It was set where we 

were gonna have an exchange.  It was gonna be drugs 

for money—drugs for the paintings.  So basically we 

were reversing him, right?  We were gonna rip him off.  

So we didn’t have any drugs.  We don’t have sham, we 

don’t have anything.   

 

00:24:52:19  So we figure if they know anything about anything 

they’re gonna want to see something first.  We don’t 

really have anything to flash.  It presents a lot of 

problems.  So what we did to get around that is I said 

to Rudy I says Rudy just tell him look.  You don’t 

think he’s for real.   

 

00:25:07:00  Unless you physically see the painting we’re not gonna 

do the deal.  Oddly enough the guy says alright I’ll 

show you the painting.  This came the following day.  

But the thing about it was is Rudy tripped, okay, and 

he went on his own.  No matter—this is the part of the 

case when I talked to Rudy at length about this and he 
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did it because he said I knew if I did it I’d make the 

case. 

 

00:25:31:28  And I always resented that he did it because I—I’d 

rather him not make the case.  I’d rather not make the 

case and not have an incident than do that and make 

the case.  So that’s the only rub on this case that it 

didn’t go by the numbers.   

 

00:25:47:23  So Rudy actually tripped to a very desolate area.  

When he got there he was actually looking at the 

paintings and he said I’ll tell you what I’ll do.  And 

this was very good as an undercover.  He says tell you 

what.  If you want I’ll call right now.  I’ve seen it.  

Let me call my people and I can—we can do this.  He 

said alright. 

 

00:26:11:22  Well, Rudy calls the Cardabinyeri, first call, and he 

says hey I’m over here and I’m ready to do this thing.  

They go on and on and on and he says so how much time—

is this gonna take us long.  Can you move it quickly?  

And so the Cardabinyeri guy doesn’t know what to say 

because it’s on the wire. 
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00:26:35:03  It’s like a circus.  He’s like oh, what are you saying 

Rudy?  I’m not quite sure I understand what you’re 

saying.  He’s like great, okay, no problem.  Look, 

let’s do this.  It’s quite comical on the wire.  Gets 

to the point where the cop realizes that he’s got the 

paintings.   

 

00:26:51:21  He gets--actually Rudy has the ability to give the 

address.  Walks over, gives the address, and Rudy 

continues to stall a little bit.  He comes out of the 

house.  When he comes out of the farm house the cops 

go in and they grab the paintings.   

 

00:27:11:08  As a result of that we ended up arresting like eight 

people.  We actually seized paraphernalia and fire 

arms.  So it was very, very successful to the point 

where just on October 22nd the Guadivenanza, a separate 

service, arrested the principle organizer in that 

investigation.  So this case we started I think if I 

remember right in 1998, and in October 2004 we take 

off the principle. 
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00:27:48:21  That’s a huge, huge thing in how we’re so different 

than foreign enforcement offices.  The foreign offices 

don’t exploit cases like we do in the States.  They 

don’t follow them.  They’re not generally long term.  

So here’s a case where we got tremendous publicity.  

In October they take off the principle on a drug 

violation but then they realize that he is in fact the 

guy who was the principle organizer of the case. 

 

00:28:20:03  The reason why this particular case is important is 

that it generates—let me just—it generates publicity, 

but not the kind of publicity you would think.  It 

doesn’t say DEA undercover agent seized three 

paintings.  No, it doesn’t say that at all.  What will 

make it’s way around to you is I just managed to 

quickly make a copy of what was in the Messigero (ph.) 

which is like equivalent of the New York Times, 

Washington Post, major, major, major newspaper.   

 

00:29:13:25  It was on the cover of all of the papers.  I just—that 

was the only one I grabbed.  It’s a headline.  So 

here’s an investigation that just grabbed the headline 
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on the major papers, and you have all kinds of 

ministry level people interested.   

 

00:29:32:16  You have the government of Italy that certainly is 

appreciative of paintings that actually go on exhibit 

throughout the world because they’re so valued.  How 

does that translate into press for DEA because DEA is 

nowhere in the articles.  When we made the deal early 

on with the Cardabinyeri a part of the deal was we 

don’t want any press. 

 

00:30:01:16  When we did the case and we successful, they came 

back.  As you can imagine at the time the fellow who 

was in charge said are you sure you don’t want to be 

recognized?  I remember saying to him in Italian it’s 

better to walk quietly with a big stick than to walk 

openly with a small stick. 

 

00:30:29:06  So I said what I’m trying to tell you is it’s 

important that we’re strongly supporting you and that 

you know it, and that’s what’s important to us.  And 

by the way, if you want to credit anybody credit the 

American Embassy.  Here’s the silver lining.   
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00:30:47:19  Why the American Embassy?  We’re attached to the 

American Embassy.  We’re a guest there.  We’re not 

State Department.  So you have an outside agency who 

just seized three paintings that are invaluable to the 

government of Italy, and they gave the press to them.   

 

00:31:06:12  What that facilitates immediately—I got a hand-written 

note from the ambassador at the time, Thomas Fuyetta 

(ph.).  He writes that “I was pleased to learn of the 

recovery of the three stolen paintings and the 

Cardabinyeri last night.  I was impressed by the fact 

that your office played a significant albeit quite 

role in the endeavor.”  

 

00:31:36:02  He goes on to say some other things.  He says “great 

job.  I’m very proud”.  Well, that’s the Ambassador’s 

way of saying hey, DEA, if you need something all you 

gotta do is ask.  So when folks say how is it in Rome 

DEA’s got better office space?  How is it that DEA has 

a bigger seat at the table during the country team 

meeting?   
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00:31:57:20  How is it that CNC, and for those of you who don’t 

know CNC—the Counter Narcotics Center attached to the 

agency—wants to play with DEA more than they want to 

play with other agencies.  In fact, why is it that the 

station chief prefers to be briefed by DEA?   

 

00:32:21:05  Because DEA is making those kinds of cases?  No, no.  

DEA is doing great work, and they’re doing the work of 

the overall mission at what is important to the U.S. 

government.  It’s not about what—what’s in it for DEA.  

It’s about what works for the host, our post there.   

 

00:32:45:24  So this is where we’ve consistently done this.  This 

is where we—we really have tremendous respect.  I can 

tell you from an overseas, and just to back up a 

minute.  While in Italy I served—I went out to Rome as 

Sean said in ’97 as an agent.   

 

00:33:05:24  They gave you a nice title, Assistant Country Attaché.  

I remember Martha—for those of you who don’t know 

Martha—she was very nice to me.  She was one of the 

first persons I spoke to when I was going overseas and 

not knowing what to expect, and she says well you know 
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you’re gonna be Assistant Country Attaché.  I said 

that sounds really nice.   

 

00:33:30:19  What that is is it gives me full diplomatic immunity.  

Okay, actually the title has something attached to it.  

So I said great.  It sounds good, and nobody can 

arrest me.  So that sounds pretty good.  Well, I’ve 

held just about every position in Italy.  I was there 

as an agent in Rome.  I held the attaché job for about 

one-third of the time while I was there for three 

years for periods of two-three months at a time. 

 

00:33:58:15  I at some point was promoted to the resident agent in 

charge of Milan.  I then took over the position of 

Assistant—of a regional director for ten months 

awaiting Mr. Fiano (ph.) who I might add was probably 

one of the nicest guys I’ve ever worked for. 

 

00:34:16:08  He’s my all time favorite boss.  I mean I’ve got a lot 

of people I’ve worked for, but he’s a fellow who I 

think some of you may know.  I was very fortunate to 

get to--to work under him for a couple years although 
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it never seemed like I was working for him.  It always 

seemed like I was working with him. 

 

00:34:36:00  While he was there we managed to do great things.  

When I talk about the ability and if I could just 

bring it full circle about how it’s important to 

support the embassy.  I hold the regional director 

spot for ten months.  Ritchie Fiano shows up.  He gets 

acclimated four months.   

 

00:35:01:00  He sits down and he says you know is there anything 

that you think we ought to be doing?  I say well what 

I think is I think we should look at other coverage on 

the Baltic states.  He says okay, well why?  While 

getting into the whole thing I said you know we have 

Sylvania.  This is a part of the Balkan route.  This 

borders Italy.  We have tremendous cooperation on the 

Trieste border.   

 

00:35:23:00  We have a base up there.  We have a couple of bases up 

there for logistic support.  Wouldn’t be a bad idea to 

open an office in Trieste.  I was the RAC of Milan.  

More territory, more office.  Sounds good.  He says I 
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think you’re right.  Write it up.  So we write it up, 

and the long and short of it is is that ultimately the 

coverage of Rome and Milan have changed. 

 

00:35:45:07  We now cover all of the Baltics.  We cover Sylvania, 

Croatia, Serbia, Montenegro.  We even have Albania.  

So when we go to do something like that and we say 

well we say geez, we would like to open an office in 

Trieste.  The Ambassador says DEA wants an office in 

Trieste.  Oh, let’s see.  Usually you need a 1038 for 

that.  Takes about a couple year [sic].   

 

00:36:11:12  But the Ambassador says you can have an office in 

Trieste.  If we said hey, we would like to add a 

fifteen slot to Rome.  Yeah, you can have a fifteen 

slot to Rome.  Suddenly what you need to enhance your 

enforcement operations—the guy who runs the embassy is 

saying no problem.  So that’s what’s actually in it 

for DEA. 

 

00:36:35:02  We always want to do better.  We always want to have a 

better operation, and the way you do that is really by 

working and supporting the embassy.  There are—there’s 
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a lot of ways you can do that.  I do want to mention a 

couple of things just by the way.   

 

00:36:52:29  When I first got to Italy, and I’ll just retrack a 

little bit, it’s a very interesting place and I can 

remember at the time we started Operation Juno which 

was a money laundering case.  It was my first glimpse 

of how the Italians do stuff.  It was completely 

disorganized.  We couldn’t find the people.  It was 

incred—it was really something. 

 

00:37:13:26  It was a money pick up, and I remember that when we 

had—in that case we had the undercover and we had to 

put an Italian officer in that case to be there on the 

undercover.  We said what are we gonna make the guy do 

because we can never touch the money or the drugs.  So 

everything we do in Italy and I should have backed up 

by saying that the difficulties of the undercover 

cases is you can’t touch the item because then you 

would get prosecuted. 

 

00:37:42:15  That’s when you go outside the realm.  So you can 

never touch it, but yet you’re the guy who is 
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negotiating.  It’s quite amazing that you can engineer 

it this way.  I remember it was a money pickup and the 

undercover was to pick up the money.  We’re thinking 

how are we gonna get the under—he can’t.   

 

00:38:00:21  So I remember sitting in Remeny.  We’re at an outdoor 

hotel.  The undercover is there.  The gad guy shows 

up.  He brings the money.  He says okay, there’s the 

money.  So the undercover is like uh, and everybody’s 

going don’t—you see everybody saying—everybody’s 

saying please don’t touch the money, don’t touch the 

money.  Right? 

 

00:38:23:13  Everybody’s going crazy at the time.  It’s like oh, 

man, I hope he—call him.  So we call him at the time 

on the cell phone while he’s sitting with the bad guy.  

We say you know you’re not gonna touch the money.  As 

much as you’ve got to touch the money you can’t touch 

the money.   

 

00:38:35:09  He’s like no, I know that.  So it was like—it was 

again comical.  It’s like a three minute conversation 

about how you don’t touch the money.  So we said what 
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are we gonna—this is what we’re gonna do.  We’ll have 

Rudy call--Fallico was the cop at the time.  He was a 

young captain with the Guadivenanza.   

 

00:38:55:09  Call him right now.  Just make a call.  We’re gonna 

send him in and he’s gonna pick up the money.  And it 

was the funniest thing I’ve ever seen.  The cop—it was 

the first time he’d been involved in undercover.  A 

young captain, and so we told him all you have to do 

is get the money.  Okay, and we gave him very strict 

instructions about where he was to go with the money. 

 

00:39:19:08  We treated it as if it was our own undercover.  He was 

followed.  He was into a secure location.  The money 

was moved.  We didn’t want it in a hotel room which 

again, imagine in this short period of time we’re 

negotiating with the Guadifenanza they want it to be 

brought back to the room because they gotta count the 

money, and we’re saying we can’t bring it back to the 

room because we don’t know if this guy’s gonna rip us 

off.  We don’t know. 
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00:39:39:18  So we’re not gonna do that.  We’re gonna move the 

money by car.  We’re gonna swing around.  We’re gonna 

bring it back up to the room.  Don’t worry about it.  

It’s gonna work out fine.  Little negotiation.  We 

began to do it.  The funny part of the story is this.  

 

00:39:49:22  The young captain comes down.  It’s an outdoor setting 

and he’s gotta pick up the money.  He does something 

that is really quite incredible.  He walks up to the 

table and he does this.  We nearly fell over.  I 

remember sitting—I was off on the set but just off to 

the side.  And I said I think the guy just clicked his 

heels.  He didn’t know what to—he just stood there.   

 

00:40:25:04  The UC was great.  He’s like—because now this guy’s 

the mope.  Right.  This guy is not really a player and 

he just says—doesn’t say anything to him.  Just 

points.  So he kind of rounds the corner.  I thought 

he was gonna salute him.  By the time he got the bag I 

said I hope he doesn’t salute him because this is 

gonna go south and we have to arrest the guy right 

away. 
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00:40:47:02  Sure enough after I said hey did he click his…?—he 

goes you know I thought he did.  It goes to show you—

it goes to show you how different things are.  I’m not 

sure where we are with time, but there is something—

you know—I’ve only been in headquarters a year.  

There’s a lot of folks right now that--I recognize 

some but not most.  

 

00:41:12:16  Just coming out we did a very interesting case that I 

thought I’d just share with you because again it shows 

our cooperation and how it works, how it all works.  

How it comes together.  I remember sitting in my 

office and I was just sitting there.  Tell you the 

truth I was doing paperwork that day and I get a call 

from a cop who is on a train in—he was just by Torre—

Turin.   

 

00:41:45:17  I sometimes get confused.  It’s Torreno.  And he calls 

me.  He says hey, I got a guy here whose got a 

hundred—a couple hundred thousand tabs of Ecstasy.  

I’m like uh huh.  He says the strange thing is we 

can’t talk to him because he doesn’t speak Italian and 

we can’t speak English.   
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00:42:08:20  I was like great, great.  This is great because you 

know what?  One of the other things we can’t do 

overseas is we can’t interrogate.  You’ve gotta be 

real careful.  They go crazy.  They just go crazy.  We 

do it all the time.  This is a perfect way of how to 

do it.  You can… 

 

00:42:24:27  If you are a translator you are not interrogating the 

subject.  So I said look, this sounds like you need 

our help.  We want to help you, right?  So I said you 

did the right thing.  Throw the guy on the phone.  So 

he throws him on the phone.   

 

00:42:43:19  They guy’s panic stricken.  He’s a young kid from New 

Jersey.  Actually lived not too far from where I lived 

whiled I was in New York, and he was completely out of 

his mind.  He was so out of his mind he didn’t realize 

I was really American.  He’s—at some point he’s saying 

he didn’t at any time say boy, your English is good. 

 

00:43:01:22  So I’m like great.  This guy is completely off center.  

Let me just leave him this way.  To give you some 
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insight of where we really tow the line.  The cop may 

have said well ask him—Paul, can you ask him where 

he’s from?  Sure.  Hey listen, when did you get here?  

Where are you from?  Oh, New Jersey, great. 

 

00:43:19:27  When did you get here?  How did you get here?  Who did 

you see while you were here?  Okay, what else do you 

want to ask him?  Um, so it kind of goes like that.  

You’re embellishing because you know what you need and 

you need it fast.   

 

00:43:31:01  So we basically I talked to the cop and I says what 

you need to do is direct this to Milan.  Why Milan?  

Because that’s where I’m sittin’ and given that we 

want to do a controlled delivery time is always 

important.  So instead of us going out to Torreno 

which is only a couple of hours away I said Milan. 

 

00:43:51:00  Now, there were some other reasons why Milan.  The 

consulate is in Milan.  Okay, so it’s a lot nicer to 

do a case in Milan because then you’ve just supported 

the police chief and some other folks who are nearby.  
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As we say in Italy, coincidenza—what a coincidence.  

It just happened to happen in Milan. 

 

00:44:16:00  So we do direct things when we can for politically 

driven reasons.  This was directed because the service 

with the Guadifenanza.  The general was brand new, 

somebody who I didn’t know.  I thought this was an 

ideal way to ingratiate ourselves with saying hey, 

we’ve got your guys on a train with a couple hundred 

thousand tabs of Ecstasy and they don’t know what to 

do. 

 

00:44:44:27  But what we’re gonna do is we’re gonna actually 

deliver the drugs.  So to make—so we bring him in.  We 

direct him into Milan, and sure enough the kid is 

innocent enough, but he wanted me to believe that he 

didn’t know what he was carrying which we hear a lot 

of.   

 

00:45:10:05  So when he had some time to think about it he says who 

are you and you don’t seem to be with them.  I said 

I’m with DEA.  I’m attached to the consulate.  The 

kid’s like oh great.  Can you help me?  Can you get me 
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an attorney?  I said well actually what we can do is 

we can help you. 

 

00:45:32:11  You cooperate, you do the right thing and even though 

we’re overseas and I can’t make you any promises we 

will help you.  So controlled deliveries are another 

issue overseas.  They’re not quite like what we do 

here.  But since it happened in Torreno we flagged a 

magistrate who we’re friendly with so that we could do 

stuff informally but covered by a magistrate, and I’ll 

talk a little bit more about that and maybe used this 

to kind of illustrate that. 

 

00:46:06:07  We bring him into Milan and he decides to cooperate.  

What we do it we have him call the source.  Let me 

back up a second.  We have him call the fellow who he 

is working for who we know by this time is in Greece.  

The case is still active so there are some things I’m 

gonna leave out.   

 

00:46:31:00  Actually I’m gonna be doing an interrogatory in the 

next couple of months on this case.  But the 

interesting part is he’s there because he’s a citizen 
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of Greece which means we can’t extradite him.  So we 

know we can’t get him out of there which is important 

from the inception. 

 

00:46:47:21  We bring him in and we just tell him hey listen.  Tell 

him you’re scared.  You don’t know what to do.  I 

can’t do this.  I can’t bring this stuff—I can’t bring 

it to you.  You gotta come and get it because we want 

to draw him out of Greece.  We lock up a—we lock him 

up in Italy—by the way he’s also a U.S.—he was at one 

time a U.S. citizen.   

 

00:47:11:12  We extradite him back.  The long and short of it is is 

he sends two other fellows who are also from New 

Jersey, Hoboken, to come and pick the stuff up.  So 

they—we bring them into a hotel.  We set them up.  

They come in.  They did—they dropped their stuff.  

Then what happens in this particular case is that they 

get very suspicious. 

 

00:47:35:08  The kid, he just can’t—he can’t deal with them.  Just—

we couldn’t trust that he’s gonna be able to say hey 

look, I can’t do it.  Here’s the stuff.  He just was 
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having—he was an emotional wreck.  Just a wreck.  So 

we have the two guys.  He can’t do it.  They suspect 

something’s wrong because we just can’t set it up 

right.   

 

00:47:58:00  They leave the hotel.  We think they’re gonna take 

off.  So what we do is we stop them in the street—

myself and two or three other cops—and then we have a 

language barrier.  So they don’t speak Italian.  Our 

guys don’t speak English.  So I’m in the middle of—

it’s about three o’clock in the morning.   

 

00:48:18:23  I’m sitting on the curb and I’m saying now what, what 

are your nama?  So I’m pretending to speak broken 

English in order to translate, right?  So we end up 

locking these guys up.  They are saying absolutely 

nothing.  At the point where the magistrate comes in 

he says we gotta lock ‘em up.  They don’t want to 

talk, we’re gonna lock ‘em up. 

 

00:48:45:07  I said well why don’t you let me talk to them?  He 

says well you know that presents a problem.  I said 

well they don’t really speak any Italian, and he says 
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yeah, you’re right.  Is that okay?  Sure.  So we go 

in.  I pretend to be a translator.  This time I go in 

and I say well okay now where are you from?  Oh, I’m 

from Weehawken (ph.).  On, no kiddin’.  I lived in 

Hoboken. 

 

00:49:03:09  So immediately he’s like you’re American.  I’m like 

yeah.  Right away they know.  So what happens is one 

of the two says I want to cooperate.  So we take the 

one guy and we ship him off and we put him on ice.  We 

make sure he’s locked down and that nobody knows that 

he’s been taken off.  The other guy we continue to 

cooperate and he puts a call into the boss and says 

listen, what do you want me to do with this stuff 

because we’ve got a major problem and I can’t get a 

hold of this guy. 

 

00:49:40:12  So he says what do you mean?  He goes I can’t find 

him.  I don’t know where he is.  The guy in Greece 

will not leave no matter what.  There’s a lot of money 

here.  At the end of the day what we did is we just 

used that to build upon a long term case.  We knew we 

weren’t gonna get him out of Greece.   
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00:50:01:26  In the end we used this fellow’s cooperation to get 

intercepts, tape recorded intercepts.  What we’ve done 

is we’ve gone to the government of Greece for the 

prosecution.  So he’s actually going to be prosecuted 

in Greece in the next six months, and he’s gonna be 

locked up in Greece.   

 

00:50:21:29  Granted we can’t get him to the U.S., but he doesn’t 

get away.  Agent work is interesting because when you 

get attached to something they generally don’t let go.  

This fellow was originally arrested in New York, and 

he broke probation and parole and then he went to 

Greece.  So it’s been a safe haven for him for many, 

many years. 

 

00:50:48:12  So it feels good at the end of the day you get—you get 

your guy.  But what you also get is a whole bunch of 

other stuff.  The magistrate in that investigation has 

now been promoted to a very high level within the 

judicial system in Bologna.  He was promoted primarily 

pursuant to that case.   
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00:51:14:03  How do you think he’s gonna treat DEA when asking 

about judicial authorization to do something when he’s 

asked?  It’s gonna be pretty positive.  So again, 

here’s a situation where again politics and 

positioning is very, very important.  We always have 

small offices.  So our reputation overseas is 

paramount.   

 

00:51:42:09  It’s very, very important that we project the right 

image and that both inside the embassy and consulates 

and outside.  So you know it’s kind of—and we have fun 

along the way.  I think anybody who has an opportunity 

to work overseas it’s a great experience.  I think 

that it’s—it’s something that you just can’t get 

anywhere. 

 

00:52:05:10  It’s completely different.  It’s a lot of fun.  You’re 

doing actually a very—a very good cause for the 

overall effort.  It’s not just again about drugs and 

stuff like that.  There’s a whole lot of stuff that 

goes on.  When—I remember when the ambassador—it 

wasn’t Sembler (ph.).  It was actually Fuyetta (ph.). 
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00:52:34:15  There was a situation where they needed to tract 

somebody down, so they went to the intelligence 

service there.  They weren’t able to do it, so then 

they went to the FBI and they weren’t able to do it.  

Then they said well can we go to law enforcement?  And 

they said well, there may be a problem with that.  So 

the ambassador said well, let me talk to DEA. 

 

00:53:04:02  So I met with him and he said what do you think.  I 

said hey, I think that I can do this because I think 

it meets the overall needs of the embassy, and what 

the agency and the FBI, and this is no knock.  I mean 

we—our relationship with the FBI out in Italy is 

outstanding.   

 

00:53:23:03  They know we are the lead on drugs.  We know they do 

everything else.  We do joint cases with them, and we 

have tremendous success with the CNC in the agency.  

We got him the information within almost a twenty-four 

hour period.  After we got him everybody asked how did 

you get that information?   
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00:53:45:17  Without getting into the details of it because it was 

kind of sensitive at the time I can tell you this.  

Some of what we do is different than other places.  

Some of it is the same.  In the U.S. we don’t 

cultivate people in the telecommunications industries 

as informants.  We just have the power of subpoena. 

 

00:54:07:20  We just—we just do it that way.  Well, in It—like 

Italy and a lot of other foreign places—we employ 

folks who have access to the telecommunication 

industry.  That is how we sometimes obtain information 

about particular things.  Again, this is—some of--a 

lot of the things that I’m talking about are very 

different than what we do here. 

 

00:54:34:18  But very, very important to what we do there.  So in 

short I guess the way it kind of rounds out is you 

want DEA where---wherever you want to be you want DEA 

overseas.  You really do.  I encourage everybody if 

you have an opportunity to stop in.  If you’re on—even 

on vacation the guys are great.  You know, we’re known 

to have the hooks into just about everything.   
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00:55:06:10  It’s not unusual for the elements of the embassy to 

come to us for a myriad of reasons.  So I would 

encourage it, and I would also with a few minutes I’m 

not sure if anybody has any questions.  But I would 

like—usually I’m not used to doing this from a podium, 

and so on.  But if there’s any folks out there that 

have questions I’d be glad to answer any of your 

questions about anything about Italy or other foreign 

operations. 

 

00:55:34:14  No questions.  Martha, do you have any questions?  Do 

you have any…? 

 

00:55:44:06  FS: (Inaud.) 

 

00:56:05:01  MS: Yeah, it may be.  I mean it really is.  It’s the—

it’s a lot of—a lot of these cases really—I mean it’s 

amazing how there’s a fair amount of ingenuity.  The 

operation is completely different overseas.  You know 

the—the thought process is different, and their laws 

are very different.   
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00:56:27:27  So we have the benefit of being in a great place.  I 

want to thank everybody.  You’ve been a great au—go 

ahead, sure.  

 

00:56:35:06  FS: (Inaud.) 

 

00:57:02:15  MS: The first part of your questions you’re 

absolutely right.  Anything that’s that recognizable 

you would have to be an art collector or dealer.  Part 

of why—why I chose Rudy is Rudy’s father was a very 

famous sculpture, sculptor.  In fact if you go to 

Fumacino (ph.)—if you fly into Rome at Fumacino 

Airport there’s a huge statue—huge, huge, huge statue.  

 

00:57:29:27  They guy is kind of like he’s—you’ll see him.  He’s 

kind of got his hand out there.  If you get a chance 

well Rudy’s dad did that.  Although it’s supposed to 

be waving I think the guy’s throwing the finger if you 

take a close look at it.  I always kid Rudy about 

that.  But what’s interesting is that Rudy is 

extremely experienced in the arts. 
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00:57:47:28  So a part of what Rudy’s cover was was that in fact he 

was a collector.  He can talk about a great deal of 

art work.  He—his knowledge on history—I’ve never met 

anybody with such a powerful base.  So yeah, in the 

undercover role he was the crazy guy who wanted it to 

just look at it night while having cognac.  That was—

that was the deal. 

 

00:58:19:13  In answer to your second part of the question, 

actually the—in this case this was a drug 

organization, not OC organization.   

 

00:58:34:03  FS: (Inaud.). 

 

00:58:38:09  MS: Well, what they were trying to do is raise money 

initially.  The goal was we knock it off.  We find a 

crazy guy who wants to hang it in his cellar to look 

at and then we’ll take the money and we can use it to 

finance some of the things that we want to do.  

 

00:58:56:09  When they learned that Rudy had the ability through a 

friend—see, because we always have to get other people 

involved—if money wasn’t the thing, if they wanted to 
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take drugs, he’s not a drug dealer.  But he’s got a 

guy who is another painting guy who actually makes his 

money by that sort of thing, and he said I would—I 

could put you with him if that… 

 

00:59:20:25  Rudy’s position was and our position was if you want 

money we’ll give you money.  If you want drugs we’ll 

give you drugs.  Now, the weird thing with the drug 

angle was I was worried about that because if you’re 

an art guy you’re not a drug guy so you want to stay 

with the money. 

 

00:59:34:06  Rudy always did that.  Rudy always stayed with the 

money.  But there was a point where the guy said look.  

He felt that unless he came up with a drug thing on 

this thing it was almost like he was trying to force 

it down his throat.  So at that point he kind of said 

look.  I might be able to get some drugs.  But I 

prefer to do it in money so can we do like a 

combination because I don’t want to touch drugs. 

 

00:59:54:10  So I’ll give you 80% of the money, and I’ll set you up 

with this guy separately to get the drugs.  See—and 
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that was very, very important to do that.  But in this 

case it was just strange that it was a drug 

organization.  I mean the organization basically 

recruited the security guard at the museum.   

 

01:00:18:16  That’s—that’s how it occurred.  I think you also—

organized crime involved.  In Italy there’s still 

plenty of organized crime.  Like in the United States 

they deal in trash, casinos, construction, all kind—

it’s big business.  Drugs is an element still of 

organized crime.  There’s plenty of OC organizations 

that are peddling dope. 

 

01:00:47:18  But you know it’s more involved than that, it really 

is.  We’re seeing it more and more with the drug 

organizations.  We’re seeing more and more of how 

they’re taking their proceeds—we’re in the middle of a 

case right now that started before I got there.  It’s 

a money laundering case, and what these guys have done 

is they’ve—they’ve purchased sea vessels. 

 

01:01:14:06  Let’s say they’ve purchased vessels that are valued 

twelve million each.  We’ve identified four of them.  
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So you do the math that’s a lot of millions of 

dollars.  The reason why we did that case because for 

judicial reasons we can’t do money laundering cases or 

for a while we were unable to, and we were able to get 

the magistrate authorization to do it. 

 

01:01:39:23  What we’re gonna do is at some point when we seize the 

mergados (ph.), where we seize them, we’re probably 

gonna turn them over to the government of Italy in 

some form or another.  Yeah. 

 

01:01:50:23  FS: (Inaud.) 

 

01:02:00:15  MS: Yeah, yeah, yeah I know.  I mean I’m trying—one 

of the first cases I did when I got to Italy deal with 

the Santo Palo organization.  It’s a huge organization 

in Sicily.  It was one of the first cases I worked on.  

They are very, very—tend to be very glo—not that 

northern Italy isn’t.  It’s a great question. 

 

01:02:24:08  What we’ve seen is that there are a fair amount of 

internat—at this point they seem to all be 

international.  But in terms of the complexity of the 
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organization we’ve seen and I saw early on the ones in 

Sicily we had Italians who were sitting in Albania and 

Columbia. 

 

01:02:40:24  Very unusual.  Usually we find them in Australia, 

Argentina, places like that.  But we have a fair 

amount of cases in southern Italy.  I think the ones 

I’m talking about happen to be—well Rome is kind of 

central to the country.  The last case was because—the 

other case I talked about was primarily because what 

you see in northern Italy is much more transient.   

 

01:03:08:09  It’s almost—it’s almost as being you have a lot of 

things in terms of where the stuff is moving to and 

from.  So you’ll see cases—you’ll have entry points—

Baday (ph.), Brindizi (ph.) are ports that are 

primarily coming in and out of.  You’ve got Ankona 

(ph.) which is basically and in and out that nobody’s 

even touched yet because they don’t have the right 

controls. 

 

01:03:29:09  You’ve got the Slovenian border whereby you’ve got the 

Balkan route.  You’ve got the old Balkan routes.  You 
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have tier trucks coming in and out.  These are a lot 

of transportation issues, and so we’ll see a lot of 

routes even from the Adriatic side of the country all 

the way up through France and Germany. 

 

01:03:45:29  But no, there’s a widespread—geographically the cases.  

It’s not a northern/southern thing although I think I 

told Mr. Fiano when I was leaving they’re gonna name 

Milan the Milan country office, and Rome would be the 

Rome resident office because I told him that we were 

doing all the work, and he laughed too. 

 

01:04:10:06  Thank you.  You’ve been a great audience.  I 

appreciate it.  Thank you very much.  (Applause) 

 

01:04:21:05  MS: Paul thank you.  Here’s a small token of our 

appreciation.  Thank you all very much for coming. 

 

(END OF TAPE) 


